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1-9 L URTYHLERE
State rescaling : theory, conceptualization, method, critique

Neil Brenner (Harvard University)
Since the late 1980s, the concept of “rescaling” has been used to investigate the
reorganization of regulatory institutions and strategies across the developed capitalist
world. While this “first wave” of researchon state rescaling has been highly productive,
its theoretical, conceptual and methodological architecture now requires further
development. After summarizing the core concepts, methods and arguments associated with
research on state rescaling, the remainder of the presentation outlines several missing
links and open questions that could be productively addressed in future work. In
particular, four research frontiers are considered that could be productively explored
within a possible “second wave” of work on state rescaling— (i) a more precise
theorization and conceptualization of rescaling processes; (ii) a more careful
consideration of logics of explanation; (iii) the elaboration of comparative analyses;
and (iv) the investigation of questions of periodization. I conclude by arguing that
contemporary forms of rescaling are linked to new geographies of injustice and inequality
across the capitalist world economy. One important role for future research on rescaling
is to critique these emergent geographies of polarization and to outline various ways in
which more progressive, just and emancipatory political—economic geographies might be
forged.
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