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Development of Japanese industrial estate in West Java and dynamics of social
changes
Sachio Ishida (Keio University)

After the economic crisis in the end of the 20th century, Indonesia has experienced a
stable growth, joining BRICs as one of the most attractive markets. Numbers of
industrial estates by the Japanese ownership were established in suburban West Java
area in the 1990s. In one of the cases, Japanese industrial estate was developed inside
agricultural village, which led to rapid social changes and multiple issues. By
combining the historical, geographical and current statistical information with the
inside perspective of the community, this presentation provides some understandings
of phenomenon in one of the villages in West Java, as the profound illustration of a
Indonesian community in relation with the Japanese in modern days.

Historically, the nation has experienced about three and a half years of Japanese
Occupation Period in 1942-1945. During the period, lands and people in the village and
Java in general were mobilized for the Southeast Asian-based Japanese Army to
secure food especially rice. As a result, it damaged their land conditions not to mention
their images toward the Japanese. Some of the functions in the village today such as
social organizations are known to have originated in this period.

Geographical aspect is another integral precondition for understanding the current
phenomenon in the village. Details will be described in the presentation, but one of the
points is that the village today was not a single unit of local community until
fairly recent in the 1980s, when the national law enforcement has turned spontaneous
hamlets, each with different geographic features into one administrative village.

With such precondition, Japanese industrial estates led by the Japanese capital was
developed in the beginning of 1990s. Thousands of laborers and their families with
different ethnics and languages moved in from all over the nation and became factory
related workers. It encouraged developers to convert large parts of paddy into housing
facility areas. Many of the origin Sundanese peasants couldn’t capitalize on new
economic opportunities and turned to depend on living in illegal places forming slums.

One of the main business in the village is concerning metal scrap business among
the Japanese factories and the ethnic group Madura. Competitions among Madura to
earn the rights from the Japanese factories, involves tens of village officials who can
provide competitive edge. Interests are not obtained through peaceful procedure,
which leads to a negative social structure, including antagonism among hamlets and
social organizations in the village.

Comparisons with studies of community transitions in Japan or with some of the
famous development studies may lead this study to have meaning in the general
context.
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Advanced Marginalization and Community of Undocumented Immigrants in U.S.
Kennosuke Tanaka (Hosei University)

Rethinking of “Regulating the Poor”, which argues the shift from regulating civil
disorder to regulating labor (Piven.F and Cloward.R, 1993, 343) in industrial
capitalism, Wacquant states the “central role of relief in the regulation of marginal
labor and in the maintenance of social order” is displaced and duly supplemented by
the vigorous deployment of the police, the courts and the prison in the nether regions o
f social space (Wacgaunt, 2008). In the “Punishing the Poor”, Wacqaunt indicates “the
penalization of poverty has proved to be a vector for the construction of social reality
and for the reengineering of the state geared toward the ordering of social insecurity in
the age of deregulated capitalism (Wacquant, 2008, in the post face of Punishing the
Poor).

The previous studies about punitive turn caused by is not late modernity (Jock
Young, Flanklin Zimring , and Michael Tonry ) but neoliberalism , a project that can be
indifferently embraced by politicians of the Rights or the Left(Wacquant,2008), argue
the America’s urban precarious proletariat. However, these studies has not
scrutinized the global regime of neoliberalism , has produced and reproduced the
undocumented social condition’s immigrants live in US.

Based on “the observant participation (not just mean participant observation)” since
2006, this study demonstrates on the process and structure undermining the
precarious social network and quasi-convertible bodily capital of undocumented
workers in US. This field date and analysis bring us the opportunity for developing
the perspective of advanced marginalization and re-criminalization of undocumented
workers as new agenda of “immigrant’s studies” in post neoliberal punitive era.
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Seniors in American Metropolitan Downtown and Their Quality of Life:
Case in a Downtown Chicago, Illinois, U.S.A.
Yasuko Kato (Doshisha University)

Many metropolitan downtowns have experienced redevelopment since 1990s in the
United States, which resulted in improving the living environment and regained the
population in those areas (Birch 2009). It also gives more people one of the choices of
living place after their retirement.

This presentation aims to report how the Quality of Life of seniors who had moved
in a metropolitan downtown was created by focusing on their living environment and
their social activities. Targeted seniors were relatively healthy, middle-class Americans,
who could choose where they live after retirement. This examination is principally
based on activity theory, which maintains that in order to keep a positive sense of self,
seniors must substitute new roles for those lost in old age and that well-being in late
life results from increased activity in newly acquired roles (Passuth & Bengtson 1988).
The methodology is the examination of in-depth interview data.

What aspects are there for seniors to live in a metropolitan downtown? What are
advantages and disadvantages for them? What kind of social interactions do they have
and what means to them? Following a report on their evaluations for a downtown
living, Chicago, Illinois, it will be reported on seniors’ social roles in and out of their
direct community by examining their daily social activities.

As for evaluations of their living environment, it was found that they especially
valued closeness to their daily necessities such as stores or medical facilities, and easy
access to various amenities in the city such as theaters, museums, hospitals, and
universities. They also valued fewer burdens of house management due to their
condominium living, which is the most typical living style downtown. In this sense,
physical aspect in metropolitan downtowns is suitable for seniors. Some seniors
remarked however, that they didn’t have much sense of community due to the vertical
living structure. It means they had only partial relationships in the direct community.
In their social activities, it was found that many seniors participated in various
activities in downtown and contributed to multiple generations. Social activities with
co-generational involvement were well observed as one of the elements that generate
seniors’ social roles. Co-generational involvement is defined as certain relationships
between different generations. City environment served as sources of creating those
activities. Those social roles could be seen as complements to the roles that were lost
with their life stage shifting, which can influence seniors’ evaluations on how their
environments are interpreted.
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Discussion on Keys to Assisting Research by Citizens:
Research as a Means of Community Building
Chiharu Yunoue (Tokyo Institute of Technology)

A number of voluntary groups, consisting of citizens in the communities, conduct
research with purposes of finding community issues, empowerment, building ties
among neighbors, etc. The research might function as a tool of building/rebuilding
communities. The opportunities, which academics assist research conducted by such
groups, also have increased. However, the way of assisting citizens to accomplish
their original aims of research has not well considered yet.

The research by voluntary groups in our case study aims to build a community by
making citizens be interested in their neighbors and communities in the city. They
make an effort to increase the number of citizens who get involved in conducting the
research. The questionnaire is on social services, but their primary purpose is not
acquiring knowledge. Instead, they aim to make opportunities for citizens to talk each
other through face to face survey using questionnaire.

Through participant observation in fieldwork, this study presents some keys which
academics need to recognize in case of assisting research by citizens aiming at
community building. The key findings are as follow. First of all, academics need to
realize that research by citizens using methods, which are different from academic
methods, is still meaningful for building community. Secondly, the ultimate purpose
might be behind the research theme; therefore, academics need to carefully listen to
what the members of the group talk, and try to understand their invisible intentions
behind the research project. Finally, some participants of research might not well
understand the purpose of research. So, it is helpful for them to encourage the
participants to keep discussing and considering what their purpose of research and the
significance for the community during conducting the research.

References
Stoecker, Randy, 1999, “Are academics irrelevant? Roles for scholars in participatory
research,” American Behavioral Scientist, 42(5): 840-854.
Miyauchi, Taisuke, 2003, “The Possibility of citizens’ research,” Japanese Sociological
Review, 53(4): 566-578. (in Japanese.)
Yunoue, Chiharu, 2010, “Considering the Significance of Research by Voluntary
Groups,” The Nonprofit Review, 10(2): 123-134.
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(State Rescaling and the Japanese Context)
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Symposium title: State Rescaling and the Japanese Context

JARCS has been discussing the implication of the "state rescaling"
concept and the possible development over the past two years.

Some colleagues cast doubt to utilize this concept on Japanese case,
because our state and society may be less dynamic in terms of
institutional reform and neoliberal policy change, compared to EU
or South Korea. However, even in Japan we witness the movements
for governance structural change, as municipalities reorganization,
disaster recovery direct subsidies from central government to small
villages, setting of special enterprise zone system, and recent GCRs
(Osaka, Nagoya) which are requesting central government for their
special treatment on national home rule system. How can we settle
these rescaling phenomenenon in the global context?

Then in this symposium, we firstly ask Professor Brenner to unfold the
potentiality and development of the "rescaling" concept, since he has
always been taking the initiative on international discussion over the
state rescaling and RCSR. After that Takashi Machimura will present a
polemical report on disaster recovery in the context of state rescaling.
Hopefully sparked by the comments from Naoki Yoshihara and the floor,
in the discussion part we shall reshuffle our mind-map on state and
community, which has long been constrained by the domestic viewpoint.
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State rescaling: theory, conceptualization, method, comparison
Neil Brenner (Harvard University)

Since the late 1980s, the concept of “rescaling” has been used to

investigate the reorganization of regulatory institutions and strategies

across the developed capitalist world. While this “first wave” of

research on state rescaling has been highly productive, its theoretical,
conceptual and methodological architecture now requires further development.
After summarizing the core concepts, methods and arguments associated with
research on state rescaling, the remainder of the presentation outlines
several missing links and open questions that could be productively
addressed in future work. In particular, four research frontiers are
considered that could be productively explored within a possible “second
wave” of work on state rescaling-(i) a more precise theorization and
conceptualization of rescaling processes; (ii) a more careful consideration

of logics of explanation; (iii) the elaboration of comparative analyses; and

(iv) the investigation of questions of periodization. I conclude by arguing
that contemporary forms of rescaling are linked to new geographies of
injustice and inequality across the capitalist world economy. One important
role for future research on rescaling is to critique these emergent

geographies of polarization and to outline various ways in which more
progressive, just and emancipatory political-economic geographies might be
forged.
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Examining ‘attempted’ state rescaling as a political strategy in Japan: from global city
formation to ‘Heisei municipal mergers’
Takashi Machimura (Hitotsubashi University)
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Examining ‘attempted’ state rescaling as a political strategy in Japan: from global city
formation to *Heisei municipal mergers’

Takashi Machimura (Hitotsubashi University)

Does the state rescaling theory explain the historical change of spatial policies in Japan after
rapid economic growth, and if so, to what extent? One of its major theoretical contributions,
particularly made by Jessop and Brenner, is that it gives us the consistent idea that a spatial unit of
state regulation is rearticulated vertically as a political strategy responding to the crisis of capital
accumulation, the crisis of social integration, and, moreover, the crisis of crisis management. What
kind of assemblage of political interests facilitated such a strategy? Who supported it, and who
resisted against it? Were there any specific historical and cultural factors, along with political
ideologies, behind the adoption of a particular strategy? And, finally, what were the consequences
of an attempt of state rescaling, whether it was “successful” or not?

This paper considers the political and spatial meaning of two major urban and regional policies
in contemporary Japan, by using these questions as a map of problematique. One is Tokyo’s global
city formation in 1980s, which was an early-born, competitiveness-oriented, urban locational policy,
and the other is Heisei municipal mergers, which were a series of territorial readjustment at the
local scale in 2000s.

The global city policy was initiated mainly by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government under the
economic boom in 1980s, which had sought for a primary position not only in a national scale but
also in a global scale. Yet, Tokyo’s shift in its growth policy caused a conflict over the goal of
national land policy; the key question was whether the priority had to be put on ‘balanced urban
and regional development’ or ‘globalizing Tokyo first.” Soon, however, the economic bubble burst
and Tokyo’s dream of ‘global city’ turned to be a kind of daydream. Increased public spending
under a long economic recession, finally, provoked an acute fiscal crisis of the developmental state,
by the end of the 1990s.

‘Heisei municipal mergers’ were a nationwide policy for accelerating mergers of local
governments, guided and supported by a national state from 2001 to 2006. Under shrinking
population and worsening fiscal situations, the state aimed for making the average size of
municipal unit large enough for sustaining welfare policies. In spite of oppositions among local
residents, this policy for territorial rearticulation drastically reduced the number of municipal
governments in Japan from 3,200 in 2000 to 1,800 in 2006.

Taken as a whole, an analytical framework of state rescaling, certainly, contributes to
understanding how and why both national and local governments have attempted to rearticulate
relationships between a changing form of governance and its spatial manifestations, to solve
problems caused by Japan’s gradual transition from a growth stage to a shrinking stage. However,
there remained several key questions to be answered.

First, is Japan neoliberal, or still developmental? 1 know such a dichotomy is often too simple
after a lot of debates over this issue. Yet it is still worth asking, because the perspective of state
rescaling as a political strategy had its theoretical roots in the case of (neo)liberal states. As shown
in this paper, competitiveness-oriented urban and regional locational policies have been attempted
several times also in Japan. In the light of rescaling perspective, this basic question should be
reexamined more in detail.
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Second, as Brenner’s works often indicate, an explanatory power of state rescaling theory is,
more or less, based on growing importance of a supranational scale such as EU in Europe. So, how
about this in East Asia? Without a relatively independent supranational scale like EU, | suppose,
state rescaling perspective might have less explanatory power in this region. However, certainly, it
seems that increasing flow of capital and labor among East Asian countries has given rise to a more
interdependent space of economic activities also in this region. How is and will be this emerging
space regulated politically across still strong national borders? It must be difficult to tell about a
same scenario of state rescaling, as in Europe. Therefore, more careful investigation will be
necessary to illustrate an emerging form of governance across scales and its spatial manifestations
in East Asia.

Finally, the experience of the 2011 earthquake reminded us that there coexist multiple spatial
scales of authority and function in Japan, which are usually unseen but actually structured in a
particular historical setting. | can present three such cases; first, the U.S.-Japan state nexus as a unit
of emergency control; second, the formation of the temporary military space of transportation and
resilience, organized by military organization (SDF) which acted as a nationwide coordinator
among national and local governments, private companies and market, and civil society
organizations; and third, an attempt of establishing multi-scale institutional settings for recovery
and reconstruction in post-disaster processes. Disaster itself is basically an accidental event, but,
once it happens, it can prepare for a historical path for more structural further changes. Therefore
we need to pay attention to both political and spatial impacts of whole events.
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